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uncommon,* especiaUy nudibranchs and Ascoglossa, confirmation is to be further 
obtained to substantiate this feature among chanks. 
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ON AN ANOMALY IN THE CHELIPED OF THE PORTUNID CRAB, 
PORTUNUS PELAGICUS (LINNAEUS) 

Portunus pelagicus is the dominant species and contributes substantially to the 
crab fishery along the Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar coasts in the vicinity 
of Mandapam. On 23rd February 1966, a male specimen of this species with the 
carapace measuring 59 mm. in length and 132 mm. in breadth which had two addi
tional dactyli on the left cheliped (Fig. 1) was collected from the gill net 
(Nandu valai) catches from Gulf of Mannar landed near the jetty of the Central 
Marine Fisheries Research Institute. Such an anomalous condition of the cheliped 
which appears to be rare has not been reported hitherto in this species and therefore 
a brief description is given below. The right cheliped of the specimen was un
fortunately broken before collection. 

The cheliped measures 156 mm. and the propodite (up to tip of thumb) 85 mm. 
in length. About midway along the inner margin of the original dactylus an addi
tional branch takes its origin which in turn gives rise at its base, on the outer margin 
to another branch (Fig. 2). Both the additional dactyli are immovable but 
possess well developed teeth along their inner margins like the thumb and original 
dactylus. While the first branch lies parallel and in apposition to the distal part 
of the original dactylus, the second one has a transverse course, lying external to the 
thumb. Although the second dactylus appears to form a ' miniature claw ' with the 
distal part of the original dactylus, it is not functional as the former is immovable by 

• Personal communication from Shri K. Virabhadra Rao. 
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itself. The only functional part of the claw is constituted by the basal half 
of original dactylus with the basal half of the thumb. The third dactylus appears to 
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Fto. 1. Dorsal view ofPortttn«fpe/<?g/c«j (Linnaeus) showing anomaly of left 
cheliped (right cheliped broken). Fio. 2. Enlarged view of the distal 

portion of left dieUped of the same (outer side). 

provide additional grip in conjunction with the functional part of the claw. On 
the whole, the presence of the two additional dactyli appears to be a disadvantage 
rather than an advantage to the crab. 

The specimen has been deposited in the Reference Collection Museum of the 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (Reg. No. CMFRI-018/191). 

A somewhat similar abnormality has been recently described by Noble (1964) 
in the case of Neptunus (Neptumis) sanguinolentus {=Portimus sanguinolentus) where 
two additional thumbs have been noticed on the left cheliped, 
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ATROPHACANTHUS DANAE FRASER BRUNNER AND CHAETODON 
JAYAKARI NORMAN, NEW RECORDS OF FISHES FROM THE 

ARABIAN SEA OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF INDIA 

The material dealt with in this report consists of one specimen each of 
A trophacanthus danae Fraser-Brunner (1950) and Chaetodon jayakari Norman (1939) 
caught in bottom trawl off the south-west coast of India, during November 1965, 
by R. V. VARUNA of the Indo-Norwegian Fisheries Project, Cochin. 

Since the occurrence of these species from areas other than their first records 
are little known, short descriptions and figures of the present specimens are given 
below. 

Family : TRIACANTHODIDAE 

Atropbacanthus danae Fraser Brunner 

Atrophacanthus danae Fraser Brunner, 1950, Dana Report No. 35 : 3, Figd. 
Atrophacanthus danae De Beaufort, 1962, Fishes Indo-Australian Archipelago, XI : 

266, Fig. 70. 

FIG. 1. Atrophacanthus danae Fraser Brunner, 98 mm. 

D.i IV (fourth spine very small and only slightly visible externally); D.., 14 • 
A. 11 ; V. I (spine only) ; P. I, 13. '^^ ^ 


